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We want to find out more about the learning, 

language skills & brain development 
of children with cleft lip and/or palate...

CleftPALS Victoria are proud to support exciting new research being conducted by The Royal Children’s Hospital and Murdoch Childrens Research Institute.  This research aims to find out more about the thinking, learning abilities and brain development of children with nonsyndromic cleft lip and/ or palate.

Why is this research being conducted and what is involved?

While many children with cleft cope well academically, some experience learning difficulties.  Some also have problems with attention, getting organised, multitasking, or mood and social relations.  
We want to find out more about the learning and development of children with cleft.  We also want to look at how this may relate to the way the brain develops in children with cleft.  
In this study, we are asking study participants to complete thinking and learning activities, such as memory tasks and puzzles.  They will also have an MRI brain scan (which takes a ‘picture’ of the brain). 
What are the study outcomes?
We expect to gain a better understanding of the causes and features of cleft through this research.  It will also provide important information about the range of learning capabilities and possible learning needs of children born with cleft.
The information we gather will be used toward developing tailored intervention strategies for children with cleft who experience learning and/ or social difficulties.  We hope that this research will optimise children’s educational performance, general development and overall well-being.

Who can take part and what are the benefits?

We are inviting children with a nonsyndromic form of cleft lip and/or palate who are aged 7 to 16 years to participate in this study. All volunteers will be provided with a written report about their thinking and learning abilities.  This will include useful information to help optimise children’s classroom learning.  
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If you would like to participate or find out more,

please contact Dr Annette Da Costa
(Principal Researcher and Neuropsychologist, RCH CleftTeam) on 9345 5390 or email (annette.dacosta@rch.org.au)
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